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Tuesday, August 5th, 1930 


“I spent the morning at Lambeth, where the Resolutions on ‘Youth’ were under 
discussion. The subject was ‘impossible’ and the Report unnecessarily windy and plati- 
tudinous. I suggested that the Report on ‘Youth’ should be entitled ‘Childhood by 
Second Childhood. This suggestion, however, was not well taken, and I did not press it.” 


So wrote the then Bishop of Durham of the last but one Lambeth Conference. 


IS IT WORTH IT? 


About every ten years the Bishops of the Anglican Communion meet in the Lambeth 
Conference. For 350 men to travel from every corner of the globe for a six weeks long 
Conference is a very expensive business. Is it worth it? For many months they must 
leave behind the work in their own Dioceses, often urgent and at a point of crisis, and 
come to Lambeth to confer. Is it worth it ? 

When the Bishops meet they cannot take authoritative decisions, binding on the 
Church, they can only suggest, recommend—and when all’s said and done there’s more 
said than done. Is it worth it ? 


The Lambeth Conference begins 


“Lambeth Palace, 
February 22nd, 1867. 
“Right Reverend and Dear Brother, 


“I request your presence at a meeting of the bishops in visible communion with the 
United Church of England and Ireland .. . I propose that, at our assembling, we should 
first solemnly seek the blessing of Almighty God on our gathering, by uniting together 
in the highest act of the Church’s worship. After this brotherly consultation will follow 
... Such a meeting would not be competent to make declarations or lay down definitions 
on points of doctrine. But united worship and common counsels would greatly tend to 
maintain practically the unity of the faith; whilst they would bind us in straiter bonds 
of peace and brotherly charity... .” 

“C. T. Cantuar.” 


So ran the invitation to the first Lambeth Conference sent by Archbishop Longley 
to the bishops of the Anglican Communion, then 144 in number. Seventy-six accepted, 
from America, Canada, Africa, India, Australia and New Zealand, as well as the British 
Isles. All was not plain sailing. The Archbishop of York and all the bishops of his 
province refused to attend. Dean Stanley refused the use of Westminster Abbey for 
the official closing service of the Conference, because it included “prelates not belonging 
to our Church”! (Americans). 


Once begun the Lambeth Conference continued. The Church Times at the end 
of the first Conference said, “The Conference may now be considered as dissolved, and 
it remains only to give thankful expression to the feelings of Churchmen which have been 
called forth by this convention. Whatever else may come of the troubles of 1867 this 
year will be regarded by future ages as the beginning of a series of events which we doubt 
not will, by the blessing of God, end in the complete emancipation of the Pan-Anglican 
Communion.” Through the years the moral weight of the voice of the Conference has 
steadily grown. After the first Conference in 1867 followed 1878 (100 bishops), 1888 
(145 bishops), 1897 (194 bishops), 1908 (242 bishops), 1920 (252 bishops), 1930 (307 
bishops), 1948 (329 bishops). 


BUT WHAT IS THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION ? 


The Anglican Communion is a “federation without a federal government.” On 14th 
November, 1784, three Scottish bishops consecrated Samuel Seabury, born in America 
the son of an S.P.G. Missionary, to be the first Anglican bishop outside these islands. 
Before that clergy had gone out to work overseas, particularly in the American Colonies, 
where for example the first recorded European baptism took place in 1587. Since 1701 
the sending of clergy had become more co-ordinated and organised through the inaugura- 
tion by Royal Charter of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 


The missionary work begun in America soon spread to other parts of the world. 


Through the years the Anglican Communion has grown. Some of its members are 
Churches of colonial origin, i.e., in Canada, Australia and New Zealand, serving first 
those who went out as colonists from this country. Others are of missionary origin, 
deliberate planting of God’s Church among other races and nations, e.g., the Church in 
Japan or India. 


Today the Anglican Communion consists of:— 


The Church of England (43 dioceses) 

The Church in Wales (6 dioceses) 

The Church of Ireland (14 dioceses) 

The Episcopal Church of Scotland (7 dioceses) 

The Protestant Episcopal Church of U.S.A. (75 dioceses and 28 missionary districts) 
The Church of Canada (28 dioceses) 

The Province of the West Indies (8 dioceses) 

The Province’ of West Africa (9 dioceses) 

The Province of South Africa (14 dioceses) 

The Province of Central Africa (4 dioceses) 

The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceyion (16 dioceses) 

Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (China) (14 dioceses) 

Nippon Sei Ko Kai (Japan) (10 dioceses) 

The Province of New Zealand (7 dioceses) 

The Church of England in Australia and Tasmania (24 dioceses) 

The Archbishopric in Jerusalem (5 dioceses) 

Extra-provincial, or missionary dioceses, e.g., South America with the Falkland Islands, Zanzibar, 
Madagascar, Singapore, Borneo, etc. 
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_ But what is the Anglican Communion ? It is not enough merely to list 
its parts. What makes its unity ? 


The Lambeth Conference of 1930 states :— 


“The Anglican Communion is a fellowship within the One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, of those duly constituted Dioceses, Provinces or Regional Churches 
in Communion with the See of Canterbury, which have the following characteristics in 
common : 

“(a) They uphold and propagate the Catholic and Apostolic faith and order 
as they are generally set forth in the Book of Common Prayer as authorised in their 
several Churches; 

“(b) They are particular or national Churches and as such promote within 
ne of their territories a national expression of Christian Faith, Life, and Worship : 
an 

“(c) They are bound together not by a central legislative and executive 
authority, but by mutual loyalty sustained through the common counsel of the Bishops 
in Conference. 

“The Conference makes this statement praying for and eagerly awaiting the 
time when the Churches of the present Anglican Communion will enter into Com- 
munion with other parts of the Catholic Church not definable as Anglican in the 
above sense, as a step towards the ultimate reunion of all Christendom in one visibly 
united fellowship. 

“This Communion is a commonwealth of Churches without a central constitu- 
tion : it is a federation without a federal government.” 


AND: WHAT 4S-THE-LAMBETH. CONFERENCE ? 


Perhaps the best summary of the ideals and work of the Lambeth Conference is a 
paragraph in the Encyclical Letter of 1920: 

“For half a:century the Lambeth Conference has more and more served to focus 
the experience and counsels of our Communion. But it does not claim to exercise 
any powers of control or command. It stands for the far more spiritual and more 
Christian principle of loyalty to the fellowship. The Churches represented in it are 
indeed independent, but independent with the Christian freedom which recognizes 
the restraints of truth and love. They are not free to deny the truth. They are 
not free to ignore the fellowship. And the objects of our Conference are to obtain 
an ever-deeper apprehension of the truth, and to guard the fellowship with ever- 
increasing apprehension of its value. If the Conference is to obtain such objects it 
must be because it is itself a fellowship in the Spirit.” 

This is the reason why roughly every ten years the bishops of the Anglican Com- 
munion meet at Lambeth, not to legislate but to advise. Some of the advice they have 
given through the years has had incalculable effect. 

For example in 1888 the Conference enunciated the “Lambeth Quadrilateral,” which 
has been a sheet-anchor in all discussions about Church Unity since : 

1. ‘The Holy Scriptures as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith: 

2. The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed : 

3. The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself, Baptism and the Supper of the 

Lord: 

4. The Historic Episcopate.”’ 

Or in 1920 the “Appeal to all Christian people,” which gave fresh impetus to work 
and prayer for Unity—‘‘. .. The Holy Spirit has called us to associate ourselves in peni- 
tence and prayer with all who deplore the divisions of Christian people and are inspired 
by the vision and hope of a visible unity of the whole Church.” 
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Among the actions resulting from the 1948 Conference were :— 


1. The establishment of an Anglican Cycle of Prayer, with each day of 
the year assigned to a particular province or diocese. 

2. The Advisory Council on Missionary Strategy, making a survey of 
the whole field of Anglican Work. 

3. Acentral college for the Anglican Communion, now established at 
St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury. To this place come priests 
from all over the world for further study. 

4. The holding of the great Congress for priests and laity as well as 
Bishops. The Anglican Congress of Minneapolis, U.S.A., took place in 
1954, and was attended by 657 delegates. 


NOW 1958 

Has the world changed since the 1948 Lambeth Conference ? Will the bishops have 
anything new to talk about in 1958? Rather than attempt an all-over world survey of 
the intervening years, think of just one bishop among the 350 on their way to Lambeth. 

Arabindo Nath Mukerjee came as the Bishop of Delhi to the 1948 Lambeth Con- 
ference, now he is Metropolitan of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon 

Consider how the countries listed in his title have changed in a few years :— 

India was ruled from Great Britain. To be in the Indian Civil Service was to have 
the best job an Englishman could have. Ghandi was conducting campaigns of civil 
disobedience, or hunger-fasting in prison. But now India is an independent Republic and 
her Prime Minister Jawaharial Nehru one of the most influential of the world’s statesmen. 

Pakistan was part of British India. Now it is a new Islamic State, basing its life on 
the teachings of the Koran. 

Burma was part of the British Empire.._Now it is a Republic on its own, Buddhist 
in thought and feeling. 

Ceylon too has gained its independence in the last few years. 

The Metropolitan of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon comes to Lambeth 1958 
representing a part of the world where the Church is in a very different environment 
from what it was at the last Conference. 

Similar pictures of upheaval can be drawn in other parts of the world :— 

e.g. China was the land into which more missionary effort and more 
missionary money had been poured than any other. Now after the Revo- 
lution with no money from the West among all its 500 million people there 
is now not one missionary at work. The bishops from China, now all 
Chinese, come to Lambeth 1958 from a Church in a vastly different situation 
and with vastly different problems from 1948. 


From Africa come the bishops on the one hand from South Africa where 
the harshness of racialism has sharpened greatly since 1948, and on the other 
hand from the autonomous Provinces of the Church of West Africa and 
Central Africa where in 1948 there were only missionary dioceses. 

Since the last Lambeth Conference :— 

Hinduism has become resurgent and once again powerful. 

The Buddhists have held the Sixth Great Council in 2,500 years. 

The Iron and Bamboo curtains have grown higher and the world is divided into 

two great opposing camps. And wherever the bishops work in the world the Sputnik 

circles over them, and even the remotest Pacific Islands are in range of a guided rocket 


missile. 
So the bishops come to discuss the work and witness of the Anglican 


Communion in this year of Grace. There is plenty for them to talk together 


about ! 
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LAMBETH 1958 — July 3rd to August 10th. 


The five main subjects of the Conference will be :— 
1. The Holy Bibie: Its Authority and Message. 


2. Church Unity and the Church universal. 


(a) The Church and the whole Ecumenical Movement. 


(b) Reunion Schemes proposed for Ceylon and for North India and Pakistan 
submitted by the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon for consideration. 


(c) Relations with particular Churches. 


3. Progress in the Anglican Communion. 
(a) The Contemporary Missionary Appeal and means of advance. 


(b) The Book of Common Prayer, Principles of Revision. Recognition of Local Saints 
and Servants of God. 


(c) Ministries (including supplementary ministries) and manpower. 


4. The Reconciling of conflicts between and within Nations. 


(It is not possible to forecast where by 1958 the special danger points of international 
and inter-racial conflicts will be found. The general character of the divisive factors is 
already evident). 


5. The family in modern society. 


(In all parts of the world social pressures are developing which threaten to injure 
family life as the unit of security and of religious faith. It is proposed that the Conference 
should give some attention to this problem; and in particular it is asked by some 
provinces to consider special problems arising from over-population in several parts of 
the world. It is possible that in the context of family life some attention may be given 
to “Divine Healing” and other matters). 


LAMBETH AND MY PARISH 


The Bishops come to Lambeth. They consider together the problems most vital for 
the life and work of the Anglican Communion today. We must think about and pray 
about their deliberations. 


In addition the Lambeth Conference does something else for us here in this country. 
By the very fact of its taking place it gives us the best possible “visual aid” to understand 
what the Church to which we belong really is. 

People in parishes are learning and studying about Lambeth with great enthusiasm. 
Children are busy colouring project pictures of bishops of different countries. Books are 
being read, special filmstrips are being used. Magazines such as Church Illustrated plan to 
print 250,000 copies to tell us about Lambeth. 

Soon the secular press will be full of Lambeth news. Radio and T.V. producers are 
planning to introduce us to the bishops. 

In every diocese teams of Bishops will be visiting us—so that we shall be able to see 
before our eyes, in them, the Church to which we belong. 


“But,” we might say, “Why bother? What’s it to do with us? I belong to my parish; 
I love just my own little parish church. That’s my Christian focus. Why should I bother 
about China, or the West Indies, or New Zealand or Alaska?” 


WHY SHOULD I BOTHER? 


The dominant thought at Lambeth will be Unity. Indeed, praise God, 
the Unity of the Church dominates all Christian thought today. In one 
book written as preparation for Lambeth, “Relations between Anglican and 
Presbyterian Churches” comes the following : ‘““One God, one People of God; 
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one Christ, one Body of Christ; one Holy Spirit, one fellowship of the Spirit. 
Such is the incontrovertible logic of the New Testament Teaching.”’ 


This statement about the Unity of the Church is a superb one—to take 
and think about, and use and pray about. Take it and apply it also to the 
Anglican Communion, to these 350 bishops coming here from the four 
corners of the world and to my parish. 


One God, one people of God 
One Christ, one Body of Christ 
One Holy Spirit, one Fellowship of the Spirit. 


We are one people of God, and “we” means not just “my parish”, 
but Africans, Indians, Chinese—Christians everywhere. 


We are one Body of Christ; whether the Table of the Lord is in an 
English Cathedral, or an African hut, or in my parish Church, it is one table 
“for we being many are one bread and one body.” 


We are one fellowship of the Spirit — we carry the burden of 
the colour bar, the loneliness of isolated Christians in a Buddhist land, the 
poverty of the West Indies—all such things we carry with us in our prayers 
for “Our Fellowship in the Gospel”. 


LEARN - WORK - PRAY for LAMBETH 1958 


Questions for Discussion : 


1. In my parish there is the parish Church, an R.C. Church, a Methodist, a Presby- 
terian, a Congregational Church, and a Four-square Gospel place and a Salvation 
Army Citadel. How can I possibly justify this disunity that I accept so easily? 


2. Which do you think is the most important question on the Lambeth Agenda, and 
the least important? And why? 


3. What plans do you suggest for your youth group|parish linking up with the visit 
of the bishops to the Lambeth Conference? 


Further Material. 


1. Write for the free leaflet “The Lambeth Conference and Your Parish”, which lists all the aids 
available. 

Filmstrips, “Destination Lambeth”, and “Lambeth Journey” (hire charge 2/-) from S.P.G. Exhibitions 
Department. 

“The Bishops come to Lambeth”, by Dewi Morgan (from S.P.G., 5/-, post é6d.). 

Study Box No. 7 “Lambeth 1958”, a six-session course of Group Study. 

“The Bishops Meet at Lambeth”, a project to colour and display and a way of giving to the needs 
of the Church overseas (S.P.G., price 1/6d., post 5d.). 


OF Ol 


This Brief is produced by the Youth and Education Department of the S.P.G. It is 
issued free to Youth Groups linked with the Society. Further copies from 15 Tufton 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1, price 3d. 

January, 1958 


H.B.S.887 


